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Unit Title:  The Five Themes of Geography… where did you come from, where did you go? 
 
Unit Designers (Content Area, Grade Level Team): Cornish, Lemmings, Weymouth 
 
Level(s): Grade 6 

 
Time Span: 6 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts                Mathematics            Science & Tech                 Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit: 
Students will examine the Five Themes of Geography (location, place, movement, human environment 
interaction, and region).   They will use the mapping terms and skills of geographers to assist in 
understanding people, places and environments of the past and present. Students will show the 
relationship of the five themes of geography to their own cultural background.  
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
A1. Researching And Developing Positions on 
Current Social Studies Issues 
A1b. Determine the nature and extent of information 
needed. 
A1e. Distinguish between primary and secondary 
sources.  
A1h. Summarize and interpret sources and/or from 
fieldwork, experiments, and interviews.  
D. Geography 
D1a. Explain that geography includes the study of 
physical, environmental, and cultural features of the 
State, nation, and various regions of the world to 
identify consequences of geographic influences and 
make predictions.  
D1b. Use the geographic grid and a variety of types 
of maps to gather geographic information.  
D1c. Identify the major regions of the Earth and their 
major physical features and political boundaries 
using a variety of geographic tools.  
D1d. Describe the impact of change, including 
technological change, on the physical and cultural 
environment. 
D2b. Describe the dynamic relationship between 
geographic features and various cultures, including 
the cultures of Maine Native Americans, various 
historical and recent immigrant groups in the United 
States, and other cultures in the world.  
E. History 
E1b. Identify and analyze major historical eras, major 
eras, major enduring themes, turning points, events, 
consequences and people in the of Maine, the United 
States, and various regions of the world.  

Common Core: Literacy in Social Studies 
Reading 
R2 Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge 
or opinions. 
R4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to history/social studies. 
R7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital texts. 
R9 Draw evidence from informational texts to 
support analysis reflection, and research. 
Writing 
W2b Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen 
facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples. 
W7 Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple 
avenues of exploration 
W9 Draw evidence from informational texts to 
support analysis reflection, and research. 
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Key Knowledge And Skills Students Will Acquire: 
Students will explain physical, environmental, and cultural features of various regions of the world to 
identify consequences and make predictions based on geographical influences. (D1a) 
 
Students will use a variety of maps to gather and interpret geographic information. (D1b) 
 
Students will be able explain relationship between geographic features, various cultures and historical 
accounts of recent immigrant groups and why they migrated to the United States from other cultures in 
the world. (D2b) 
 
Students will construct, design and present a visual representation of the five themes of geography and 
how they relate to their chosen culture/country of origin.  (D1c) 
 
How students will provide evidence of their understandings: 
Students will show the relationship of the five themes of geography to their own cultural background.  
Students will be informally assessed through observations, mapping projects, maps, graphs, and diagrams. 
Students will be formally assessed through a visual representation (culture scrapbook) on the five themes 
of geography.   
 
Key Pre-Requisite Knowledge and Skills: 
Students should know how to use mapping skills and geographical terms. 
Students should be able to identify and locate geographical features such as the seven continents and five oceans. 
Students should know the difference between towns, cities, states, countries and continents. 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
(To be used as an instructional tool with students.  This includes a concept/ theme/issue (the ‘big idea’) that can 
transfer to other topics, fields, and adult life.  Enduring Understandings are purposefully broad and are deliberately 
framed as a generalization.  For example, Change causes conflict or accurate planning and measurement saves time, 
money and waste 
 
Overarching Enduring Understandings: 

 Characteristics of people, places and environments can be described through the use of five themes of 
geography, location, place, region, movement and human environment interaction.  

 

 

Unit Specific Enduring Understandings: 
 Geographers use specific tools such as a map, scale, compass rose, and a key or legend to understand 

people, places and environments of the past and present.  
 

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit:  
(To be used as an instructional tool with students.  An overarching question recurs naturally throughout one’s 
learning and in the progressive teaching of a subject, has no obvious “right” answer, is deliberately framed to 
provoke and sustain student interest, and raises important questions.  For example, What is the American Dream (is 
it fact or fiction)?, How has changing technology changed society?, Why do we need beliefs and values?, or What 
makes a “good decision” good? 
 
Overarching Essential Questions: 
 

 Where did you come from, where did you go? 
 How does your heritage affect who you are? 
 How does blended heritage influence society? 

 
Unit Specific Essential Questions: 
 

 How can the five themes of geography help us to organize data? 
 How does knowing the geography of the world enrich your global and local perspectives?  
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Teaching And Learning Experiences Used To Help Students Understand: 
Students will practice mapping activities. D1b, D1c, W9 
Students will apply the five themes of geography using a country connected w/ their ancestry D1a, D1c, 
D1d, R4, R7 
Students will practice effective research skills A1b, A1e, A1h, R7, R9, W9 
Students will engage in activities that demonstrate cultural diversity (Culture Scrapbook/Culture Day) 
D1a, D2b, E1b, R2, W2b 
In ELA students will read short stories, novels, and articles related to immigration such as “All-American 
Slurp” and “Le Sombre” (Prentice Hall Anthology).  Other resources include immigration materials 
(Primary Source from Literacy Specialist). E1b, R2, R4 
 
How technology will be used to increase student achievement: 
Students will use the internet (www.classzone.com) for lesson support and activities. 
Students will use the internet to develop research skills.   
Various videos related to the five themes of geography. 
History Channel: “How the Earth was Made” 
Porta Portal (guest access: mrscornish) 
  
Instructional Resources: 
McDougal Little: World Cultures and Geography book.  
Prentice Hall: Geography Tools and Concepts and The Ancient World.  
Reading study guides, teaching activities, modified lesson plans from above text. 
Literature such as The ultimate Panoramic Atlas by Kindersley Dorling, The Longitude Prize by Joanne 
Dash,  
Atlas in the Round: Our Planet As You’ve Never Seen It Before by Keith Lye.  
“How the Earth Was Made” DVD  History Channel  2007 
“Neanderthal”  video  Discover Channel School 2007 
www.classzone.com 
www.googleearth.com 
 
 

 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment, including a STANDARDS-BASED rubric or criteria for evaluation of student achievement. 
 

Culture Scrapbook 

http://www.classzone.com/
http://www.classzone.com/
http://www.googleearth.com/
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